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Research Question

How might co-production be 
embedded into a socially engaged 

pedagogy?



Context

Spatial Practices’ 
Manifesto



Rationale

Initial Site Visit



Intervention

Artefact developed in Inclusive Practice Module 
was implemented as the first intervention



• Openness 

• Talk about who we are

• Develop solid relationship with residents

• Respectful about the answers provided

• Having confidence and not being too pushy

• Let the interaction be conversational

• Not talking down to people 

• Sensitivity about use of language

• Eye-to-eye

• Be a listener

• Hear their views

• Creating space for collaboration and to listen residents’ 
needs

• Be clear, communicative and snappy

• Use recording material to ensure accuracy of information 
provided

• Ask permission before we take pictures and recordings

• Language needs to be logical

• Residents need to understand your questions (a lot people 
might not know what architects do)

• Be friendly, polite and empathetic

• Accept rejection

• Be patient

• Provide different ways for people respond

• Showing a genuine interest in what people have to say

• Proper questionnaire 

Intervention

Co-produced Design Studio Manifesto

Second intervention



Intervention

Third intervention
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Design 
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Interview 
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Thematic Analysis

• We shouldn’t engage unless we were working in equitable and participatory ways with the people that are 
impacted by those by those changes and by those outcomes (ethics)

• participatory design starts to affect a kind of participatory democracy in terms of how we make decisions 
about how we live in places together (ethics)

• prototyping in context of the people that collaborate and invest actually gets something that works on the 
ground for them in their context (ethics)

• we try and do is to be that institutional memory, have that collective memory try to make sure that our 
students aren't going in repeating works already done trying to ensure there's reciprocity around the 
engagements trying to ensure there's some kind of strategic continuity that one thing builds to the next so 
that our staff and students truly do become resources in some broader shared collective strategy towards 
collective impact (culture; structure)

Extract from Tutor Participant E’s interview  transcript



Findings
Introductory task:

“It might be helpful to supply a list of questions to ask each other, since ours ended up being pretty surface level.”

Student Participant A

Manifesto:

“It was good but I feel it was too focused on HOW to gather/ask/introduce yourself to residents rather than what to 
ask them to get the best results. It felt very flimsy when we actually put it to use since most of it was just common 
sense.”

Student Participant A

Situated Learning on Broadwater Farm Estate:

“It is true that regular site visits are helpful in understanding the site. In my personal opinion, it would be a good 
idea to conduct field visits and classes in school classrooms alternately to discuss what was learned from the 
field visit and understand in advance what to see during the next field visit.”

Student Participant B



Findings



Findings

“…it’s not part of architecture training to teach social research techniques. I don’t even mean deep academic level, 
I mean in terms of designing a questionnaire, and that in itself requires a lot of upskilling…”

Tutor Participant G

the interesting aspect of social research is the unexpected, the thing that would not have happened if you hadn’t 
done that. And it can’t be gotten from desktop research, and it can’t be gotten from certain types of fieldwork 
because if you approach it in a kind of data driven or scientific way, it tells you one kind of information 

Tutor Participant G



Findings

“For me the real skills that architect can develop if they are well trained is to be kind of agents of change rather than 
directors of change.”

Tutor Participant G

Infrastructuring as a verb … that our projects rehearse different ways of being, and we can start with projects that 
are less critical in terms of, I mean by that … If it goes wrong, it's not such a problem … We start with these kinds of 
projects and gradually as we become more confident in our relationships and our abilities to collaborate and 
understand each other, work well together, we can start to tackle perhaps more, more, more, more critical 
challenges.

Tutor Participant E



Next steps

Future guiding principles to explore:

• Develop clear reciprocity with external partners

• Develop clear aims and deliverables for each teaching session and co-produce tools, methods and 

approaches with the students

• Present examples of social research tools that students can adopt and adapt for their own enquiries

• Continue to collect data from students and external participants to identify areas that need further 

consideration and improvement

• Start small and ‘infrastructure’ within a longer project timeline to allow for building confidence within the 

studio cohort and developing culture broadly within the course.
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